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“It doesn’t benefit me.” 
Image: rli-DSCF0323-120414 by Governor Neil Abercrombie (CC-BY-NC-SA 2.0) 
Citation density for papers with and without publicly available microarray data, by year of study publication 
modified from Piwowar, H. and Vision T.J. (2013) Data reuse and the open data citation advantage. PeerJ PrePrints 
1:e1v1 http://dx.doi.org/10.7287/peerj.preprints.1v1 
Articles with associated published datasets 
get cited more often. 
“Someone might scoop my paper 
and/or patent.” 
Image: Aspirin, from ChemSpider 
Putting your data up early proves you were first. 
Image: NASA Identifier: GPN-2001-000012 (PD) 
Image: Amazonian horned frog by Geoff Gallice (CC-BY 2.0) 
“No-one cares about my data.” 
Image: Caffeine fix by Dave Morris (CC-BY 2.0) 
Data can 
be used 
in contexts 
you haven’t 
even 
imagined. 
Koerth-Baker, M., (2011). “Caffeine hallucinations: Why 
"Letters to the Editor" matter in science“, BoingBoing, 
http://boingboing.net/2011/10/05/caffeine-
hallucinations-why-letters-to-the-editor-matter-in-
science.html  
“People will see my mistakes.” 
Image: Head in Hands by Alex Proimos (CC-BY-NC 2.0) 
Yes! It can prevent another 
anti-vaccination or pro-austerity blunder. 
Image: Whoops! by Kelsey Campbell-Do Llaghan 
“I can’t release the data due to 
ethical/legal concerns.” 
Image: World’s Largest Gavel by Mary Helen Leonard (CC-BY-NC-SA 2.0) 
You can use data-distortion techniques 
or release a subset of the data. 
Image: Cardinal Sin by Stephen (CC-BY 2.0) 
“Open data isn’t appropriate for 
my field.” 
Image: Conservation agriculture in Chiapas by International Maize and Wheat Improvement Center (CC-BY-NC-SA 2.0) 
Researchers in every field are developing 
approaches to publishing open data. 
“I’m too busy and it’s too hard.” 
Image: White Rabbit with watch by John Tenniel (PD) 
The tools are getting easier and 
more people are available to support you. 
http://www.recordsmanagement.ed.ac.uk/InfoStaff/ 
          RMstaff/RMprojects/PP/FileNameRules/Rules.htm 
http://databib.org/ 
http://www.re3data.org/ 
http://dataup.cdlib.org/ 
“My institution doesn’t support or 
reward it.” 
Image: Trophies by Third Eye aka TreeNetra (CC-BY 2.0) 
You need to convince your institution 
that it’s important to invest in. 
Image: We’ve picked something up on radar! by Don Solo (CC-BY-NC-SA 2.0) 
Questions? 
Questions? 
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